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Authorizing legislation for the Title X family planning program expired Seﬂrmber

controversial issues. Theprogramhasbeenﬁmded continuing
appropriations acts. HL.R. 3019, the FY1996 Omnuibus|Appropriations Act, P.L.

30, 1985. [Since then, Congress hes not been able & reach consensus om a uber of
1
1996 fanding of $193.3 million at the F

that totalled $8.6 million. Other Planned Parc

1995 level. !

Tiﬂeng'mwsmhastheirsmmorlow!hmma:mems. Critics believe|that if 2
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The Title X Family Plagning Program

Melvina Ford and Shargn Kearney

adolescent pregnancies, ang the federal role in ing family
o gervices. Proponents argue for expe dizig the program. to help ce the mate
dnded pregpancies; critics question its effedtiveness. Its authorization lapsed,
NGO ﬂ'n'Ollgh FY19960

The Family Planning Services and Population
HERG 1970 (P.L. 91-572) esmblished the family planning program in

% Title X of the Public Healh Service Act. It is a¢iministered
: SRl through the Office of Pop ation Affairs of the Offic}s of Public
| Health and Scieace. Title X provides grants to public [aod private
ncnprc-ﬁll agencies which provide voluntary family planning serviges. g the 83
grantees, 33 are state or territorial health departments. In an additional 11 sta
is one of two or more graniees. Otber gramtees ipchude Jocal health
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Title X.uonies to other agencies to provide services or support :linics with
Title X|funds. Alihough there are 10 matching requirements for grauts, regulations
specify { nocltniesmaybeﬁxmsupportedby_TiﬂeXﬁmds. Title X alto provides

funding}for tralaing murse practitioners and othes clinic personnel, an info mation and

educatiqn program. and a research program that focuses on family p ng service
delivery improvements. The law prohibits the use of Title X funds in progjams where
abortion; is a method of family planning.

1996, it is estimated that over 4.3 milliok clients, primarily low-inc{:me women

In
and ado . will receive services through morg than 4,200 Tide X clinics 1adonwide.

- iolanming clinics provide contraceptive 8¢ fices including patural famjly plaming
me! ; and supplies, infertility services, and bafic gynecologic care. The|clindcs also
screen [for sexually tansmited diseases and otfier health problems such|as camcer,
hypertesision, and diabetes. , ’

Appropriations for the program have been $180.9
FY1904, $193.3 million for FY1995, and $193.3
% FY1996. The Administcation has requested $199
%} FY1997. The additional funils are intended to increase

, hospitals, and organizations such as Flanned Parenthood affiliated. Grantees
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